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generally used by fishermen and swim-
mers shall not be considered weapons 
for purposes of this section. 

(9) Marking, defacing, or damaging in 
any way, or displacing or removing or 
tampering with any signs, notices, or 
placards, whether temporary or perma-
nent, or with any monuments, stakes, 
posts, or other boundary markers re-
lated to the Sanctuary. 

(b) In addition to those activities 
prohibited or otherwise regulated 
under paragraph (a) of this section, the 
following activities are prohibited and 
thus are unlawful for any person to 
conduct or to cause to be conducted 
landward of the straight line con-
necting Fagatele Point (14°22′15″ S, 
170°46′5″ W) and Matautuloa Benchmark 
(14°22′18″ S, 170°45′35″ W). 

(1) Possessing or using fishing poles, 
handlines, or trawls. 

(2) Fishing commercially. 

§ 922.103 Management and enforce-
ment. 

The National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA) has pri-
mary responsibility for the manage-
ment of the Sanctuary pursuant to the 
Act. The American Samoa Economic 
and Development Planning Office 
(EDPO) will assist NOAA in the admin-
istration of the Sanctuary, and act as 
the lead agency, in conformance with 
the Designation Document, these regu-
lations, and the terms and provisions 
of any grant or cooperative agreement. 
NOAA may act to deputize enforce-
ment agents of the American Samoa 
Government (ASG) to enforce the regu-
lations in this subpart in accordance 
with existing law. If NOAA chooses to 
exercise this provision, a memorandum 
of understanding shall be executed be-
tween NOAA and the ASG or the per-
son(s) or entity authorized to act on 
their behalf. 

§ 922.104 Permit procedures and cri-
teria. 

(a) Any person in possession of a 
valid permit issued by the Director, in 
consultation with the EDPO, in accord-
ance with this section and § 922.48, may 
conduct an activity otherwise prohib-
ited by § 922.102 in the Sanctuary if 
such activity is judged not to cause 

long-term or irreparable harm to the 
resources of the Sanctuary, and is: 

(1) Related to research involving 
Sanctuary resources designed to en-
hance understanding of the Sanctuary 
environment or to improve resource 
management decisionmaking; 

(2) Intended to further the edu-
cational value of the Sanctuary and 
thereby enhance understanding of the 
Sanctuary environmental or improve 
resource management decisionmaking; 
or 

(3) For salvage or recovery oper-
ations. 

(b) Permit applications shall be ad-
dressed to the Director, Office of Ocean 
and Coastal Resource Management; 
ATTN: Sanctuary Coordinator, 
Fagatele Bay National Marine Sanc-
tuary, P.O. Box 4318, Pago Pago, AS 
96799. 

(c) In considering whether to grant a 
permit, the Director shall evaluate 
such matters as: 

(1) The general professional and fi-
nancial responsibility of the applicant; 

(2) The appropriateness of the meth-
ods being proposed for the purpose(s) of 
the activity; 

(3) The extent to which the conduct 
of any permitted activity may dimin-
ish or enhance the value of the Sanc-
tuary as a source of recreation, edu-
cation, or scientific information; and 

(4) The end value of the activity. 
(d) In addition to meeting the cri-

teria in this section and § 922.48, the ap-
plicant also must demonstrate to the 
Director that: 

(1) The activity shall be conducted 
with adequate safeguards for the envi-
ronment; and 

(2) The environment shall be re-
turned to, or will regenerate to, the 
condition which existed before the ac-
tivity occurred. 

(e) The Director may, at his or her 
discretion, grant a permit which has 
been applied for pursuant to this sec-
tion, in whole or in part, and subject 
the permit to such condition(s) as he or 
she deems necessary. A permit granted 
for research related to the Sanctuary 
may include, but is not limited to, the 
following conditions: 

(1) The Director may observe any ac-
tivity permitted by this section; 
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